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General Research Principles

* Learn about the structure of the Internet and how to evaluate resources there (e.g. at http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/FindInfo.html).

* Start your Internet searches through library Web site link lists (e.g. www.nypl.org/links/).  These lists will be especially useful for local information.

* Look for Web pages by keywords in search engines.

· Google: www.google.com
· Dogpile: www.dogpile.com (meta-search engine)

· Googling to the Max: www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Google.html
Keyword wisdom

Add words to get more relevant, narrower results (ex. <montreal vegetarian restaurants> instead of <montreal> or <montreal travel>).

Take away words if your first search does not bring up satisfactory results – i.e. broaden your search.

* Look for Web pages by finding your topic in Web directories (like yellow pages, where websites are arranged by librarians and subject experts into topics and subtopics).  Good for hacking your way into the so-called “invisible web.”
· Librarians’ Index to the Internet: lii.org
· Intute: www.intute.ac.uk
· Infomine: infomine.ucr.edu
* The Librarians’ Index to the Internet has a good page of Internet search resources at lii.org/search/file/searchtools.

* Find citations and actual journal and magazine articles in electronic resources like periodical indexes.  For these tools, you will need to visit your public library in person or online.

* Know when to use a print source – maybe you just need an encyclopedia or a telephone book, or maybe you need to search your local library’s catalog or the Library of Congress (catalog.loc.gov) to find a relevant book (don’t forget about interlibrary loan, available through your public library, where even university materials can be at your fingertips!).  You can also find the online catalogs of all public and other libraries at www.libdex.com.  

Finding people (based on tips from Mike Burke)
Online telephone directories

www.anywho.com
www.infospace.com
www.whois.net
www.theultimates.com
www.infospace.com/home/white-pages/reverse-phone (reverse number look-up)

Also try Google to track down phone numbers – type in a person’s name and likely area code in the search field (ex. <John Tarleton 212>).

And more… (random neat stuff)

· New York City Housing and Neighborhood Information System (NYCHANIS): www.nychanis.com
· Rollyo – Roll Your Own Search Engine: www.rollyo.com
· Wikimedia Commons: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
· RSS – RSS stands for Really Simple Syndication.  Programs known as RSS readers or aggregators allow you to quickly browse the new content of up to hundreds of web pages within a single window.  NetNewsWire (ranchero.com/netnewswire) is recommended. (based on tips from Mike Burke)
Sample Pathfinders

Statistics and Government Information

· Radical Reference: Tools for Statistics: radicalreference.info/statistics
· University of Michigan Documents Center: www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs
· Statistical Resources on the Web: www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/stats.html
· OFFSTATS: Official Statistics on the Web: www.library.auckland.ac.nz/subjects/stats/offstats
· FedStats: www.fedstats.gov
· FirstGov.gov: www.firstgov.gov (U.S. government’s official Web portal)

· GovTrack.us: Track Federal Legislation: www.govtrack.us
· LexisNexis Congressional Publications*

Research on Associations, Organizations, and Corporations

· Who Owns What: www.cjr.org/tools/owners
· SourceWatch: www.sourcewatch.org
· NYPL – Searching for Company Information: www.nypl.org/research/sibl/company/c2index.htm
· Associations Unlimited*

· Encyclopedia of Associations*

· Business & Company Resource Center*

· Corporate ResourceNet*

* indicates electronic resource available through some public libraries
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